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1. MEBEOLXEMER (Text & Translation)

Y (English)

Every day, I was baked on an iron
plate. Making a sizzling sound, over
and over. Honestly, I was already
sick of it. One morning, I finally had
a big fight with the man at the shop.
I ran out of the shop, and escaped

right into the sea.

Swimming in the sea for the first
time felt really good. It was wide,
free, and endless. Sometimes I had
scary experiences, but I had friends
to swim with here. There was plenty
of food, too. I believed these fun

days would last forever.

But the end came suddenly. One
day, I casually bit a shrimp, and it
had a small fishhook on it. You can
probably imagine what happened
I am in the man's

next. Now,

mouth.

Damp darkness. A heavy, regular
chewing sound. "Ah... my body is
breaking apart." "I won't be able to
swim anymore." While I was
thinking about that, my body was
crushed finer and finer. And then, I

was sent deep into the dark inside.
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&Y (English)

Just then, I felt someone's
presence. I turned around and saw
a woman standing there with
scissors. "Eek. Who are you?" She
smiled gently. "I am Amylase. I am
helping to

untie your body."

"Untie?"

Amylase quietly moved her scissors.
Snip. Snip. "Your body is starch. It
is made of long, connected chains."
"My true identity is... starch?" "Yes.

And untying those chains is my job."

Every time the scissors moved, the
chains in my body untied. My shape
changed little by little. But, it was
strange. I did not feel bad. Rather,
it was somewhat nostalgic. It felt
like I was returning to my much

smaller self.

Amylase nodded quietly. "Yes. You
are not just a taiyaki anymore."
"Now, to a deeper place." "Your real

journey begins now."

Seen off by Amylase, I was washed
into a dark passage. It was like a

dark slide. Long, dark, and

unstoppable. The walls moved

slowly, pushing me down and down.
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11

12

13

14

&Y (English)

"Waaaa...!" I shouted.

But the flow did not stop. I could not
go back, either. I was carried deeper
and deeper. Just then, a voice
echoed in the dark. "...A
newcomer?" It was a low voice.
"Wh-Who is it!" I shouted. But there
was no answer. The slide still

continued.

And suddenly-- my view opened
wide. My body fell straight into
liquid. Splash. But there was no
refreshing feeling like the sea. It was

thick and gooey.

Moreover, it was very hot. The liquid
soaked deep into my body. The
place I finally reached was the Acid

Lake, which melts everything.

My consciousness was fading away.
Someone grabbed my body
strongly. "Hey. Pull  yourself
together." It was a familiar voice. "If
you pass out here, you will just melt
and disappear." I slowly opened my

eyes. "Sardine-senpai!"

The one who was there was the
Sardine I swam with in the sea. The
bubbles of the acid lake were

popping quietly around his body. I
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&Y (English)

realized that this place was melting
us little by little. "Were you eaten
too... senpai?" He shrugged. "Well,

it is destiny."

I looked at his body and gasped. His
silver body was starting to crumble.
It wasn't the proud figure from the
sea. Still, he said in a calm voice.
"Don't be surprised. We are all the
same here." He looked right at me.
"But Taiyaki, we didn't come here

just to disappear."

Just then, a voice echoed from deep
within the lake. "...A newcomer?" It
was the voice from before. Beyond
the fog, a thin man was standing.
He stood quietly on the acid lake, as

if stepping on the water's surface.

Here and there in the lake, half-
melted foods were sinking slowly.
Sometimes bubbles floated up, and
the acid fog rose quietly. Here, the
shapes of living things unraveled.
The man's white fingers moved
slowly. Then the lake shook, and

heavy waves spread.

"I am Pepsin," the man said quietly.
"This is the stomach. An acid lake
that melts everything." The waves

spread slowly, and the surface of
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20

&Y (English)

the lake swelled. "Here, meat,

bones, shells, everything melts."

Pepsin looked down at me. His eyes

were cold like the lake itself.

grew even larger. The acid fog

spread slowly, enveloping my body.

"Don't worry," the Sardine said.

"Melting is not the end.

my role here. I will melt here, and

become the man's power."

I lost my words. Just then, Pepsin

waved his hand grandly. A giant

is still more ahead for you." "Beyond

here, is a much wider world."

"Now go, Taiyaki." "Your journey is

not over yet." A fierce flow was

into the acid fog.
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"Everyone who comes here shares
the same destiny." When he moved

his fingers, the waves of the lake

preparation for the next step." I
shook my head. "What do you

mean?" He smiled a little. "I finish

wave was born in the lake. The acid
wave enveloped his body. Even so,

the Sardine was smiling. "But, there

born. I was pushed out by that flow.
"Wait! Senpai!" By the time

shouted, his figure had disappeared
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&3Z (English) FER (Japanese)

The flow did not stop. I was pushed RALUEZIEE SRV, (F < (FEEVEIERA
out into a dark corridor. Ahead of #UHEND. TDEC—xKIAKD
23 that-- a pale, glowing pink forest #kEDFHF NEXTEE. (GE25EAD

came into view. (To be continued in <)

Episode 2)
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2. EENE - RLORE (Detailed Grammar)

RA> b~ (BFEE

O BERBRE

was / were + BEDE

@ AERDREHENRE
&5 + to + BhEAEAS

® fEHERER

REfIEE + 55 + 15

OF 1=t
see / feel + O + -ing / %37

® EEX
BES - RIEDF T MDD

® BEETH

was / were + -ing

@ BRAAE - BARARKE
D&

who / that / EAB&RZ (FEAGED)

I was baked on an iron plate.

I had friends to swim with here.

You can probably imagine what

happened next.

I saw a woman standing there
with scissors. / I felt someone's

presence.

Seen off by Amylase, I was

washed into a dark passage.

Half-melted foods were sinking
slowly. / A thin man was

standing beyond the fog.

The one who was there was the
Sardine. / The place I finally

reached was the Acid Lake.
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KA~ (BZFEE)

BET TR
had + 8755353

© BH&HFANEE

ENFAD -ing Az EEE(C

@ Every timeSV, SV

BEEA every time

@ BFHEID—8 & would

believe / think D& & D5

® as if + 25
EFB3T~LTVBIHDKLSI(C

By the time I shouted, his figure
had already disappeared into the
acid fog.

Melting is not the end. It is

preparation for the next step.

Every time the scissors moved,

the chains in my body untied.

I believed these fun days would

last forever.

He stood quietly on the acid lake,
as if stepping on the water's

surface.
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3. EEHEVUXBM (Vocabulary List)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Word / Meaning

acid (E)

ahead (ZDZ%I(C - 5£N)
anymore (ZHUAE~72LY)
break apart (J\S/(S(CENSD)
bubble (&)

calm (E5&LT)

carry (GE3)

casually (fals/x<)

chain (8#)

chew (ML)

come into view (RXT<3)
connected (Do)
consciousness (&)
continue (#:<)

corridor ([EIER)

crumble (BAN13)

crush (FLD/ART)

damp CGEo7z)

destiny (&)

disappear GEX3)
endless (#&1DDDIRLY)
envelop (B#HAT)
escape (iklF3)
experience (#%ER)

fade away (8N3)
familiar (HEREXD%3)

fierce GELLY)

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

Word / Meaning

melt (&H\9)
nostalgic (&M LLY)
pass out (/%Z%k>)
passage (ERE)
preparation (%47)
presence (&fg)
probably (H&5<)
quiet (FEHVR)
reach (GLODEL)
realize (3<)
role (#&Zl)

sardine (-1 2)
scissors (J\=)
shape (F%)

shrimp (TE)
shrug (B&E9<HD)
sink GEL)

sizzle (21921 8% TD)
soak (FFHAL)
spread (EH'3)
starch (Z>7>)
stomach (8)
suddenly (ZE8R)
swell (5133)
unravel (F&1F3)
untie ((F&<)

fishhook (£1D%t)
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Word / Meaning . Word / Meaning

28 gasp (BZDD) 59 glowing (}&<)

29 gently (LK) 60 gooey (ROROUL)
30 grab (DH) 61  journey (ff%)
31  identity (IE4K) 62  liquid G&4K)
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4. B (Practice Exercises)

A. ASHEEI 41X (Comprehension Quiz)

MEOABTZELLRLTVWBEDZRUVFEL &L S,

How did Taiyaki feel about being baked every day?

a. He loved it / b. He was sick of it / c. He didn't care

Where did Taiyaki escape to?

a. The river / b. The forest / c. The sea

What did Taiyaki casually bite one day?
a. Acrab / b. Ashrimp / c. A squid

What is happening to Taiyaki's body in the mouth?

a. It is growing bigger / b. It is turning into gold / c. It is being crushed finer

Who did Taiyaki see standing with scissors?

a. Pepsin / b. Amylase / c. The shop owner

What is Taiyaki's true identity according to Amylase?

a. Sugar / b. Starch / c. Protein

Where was Taiyaki washed into after seeing Amylase?

a. A dark passage / b. A bright river / c. A kitchen

What did Taiyaki fall straight into?
a. Liquid / b. A soft bed / c. Ice

What is the name of the place Taiyaki reached?

a. The Sweet Lake / b. The Acid Lake / c. The Cold River

FBDF5|= : Tokero! Taiyaki-kun 25 1 58 \ 12 /17




Who grabbed Taiyaki strongly in the Acid Lake?
1
a. Pepsin / b. Amylase / c. Sardine-senpai

What was happening to the Sardine's silver body?
11
a. It was shining brighter / b. It was starting to crumble / c. It was turning red

Who was standing quietly on the acid lake?
12
a. A fat man / b. A thin man named Pepsin / c. Amylase

What does the Acid Lake represent?
13
a. The mouth / b. The stomach / c. The heart

What is the Sardine's role in the stomach?
14
a. To escape / b. To melt and become the man's power / c. To fight Pepsin

What did Taiyaki see ahead at the very end?
15
a. A dark wall / b. A pale, glowing pink forest / c. The sea

B. WREBX/\XJL (Scramble Puzzle)

HAEDOBIRICEDKLSIC, [ ] NDHEEZIEUKTWABI TR ZTHRSEERLL D,

SH8H. FE<EERDLTHEI,NTULE,
[ Every /day /1 / was / baked / on / an / iron / plate ]

DWCEDB LA EXRIFANZ U,
[ I/ finally / had / a/ big / fight / with / the / man ]

BCTOXREF. ETERFEEIMDE.
[ Swimming / in / the / sea / felt / really / good ]
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C ZICIE—HE Tk < fPRIDS L.
[ I/ had / friends / to / swim / with / here ]

ZDHEDODIIEAPOTE,
[ The / end / came / suddenly ]

MEADKENUT,

[ I/ felt / someone's / presence ]

RS<DIBXDOEHTTETVDID,

[ It /is / made / of / long / connected / chains ]

BRIEE>ES. EEDIZVPRZ UL,

[ You / are / not / just / a / taiyaki / anymore ]

FE< FBVBEAERURENE.
[ I/ was/ washed / into / a / dark / passage ]

BAEHEDREFTRMHAATL Do
[ The / liquid / soaked / deep / into / my / body ]

#EHDE < DFEZEES DDAE,
[ Someone / grabbed / my / body / strongly ]

FL FWwo>< bhEZRMITEZ.
[ I/ slowly / opened / my / eyes ]

C OB, FL5ZLULIDENMLTND,.
[ This / place / was / melting / us / little / by / little ]

FBOEZSI(C, MBDBHMIZIOTLE,
[ Beyond / the / fog / a / thin / man / was / standing ]
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FRNXLEER SR,
[ The / flow / did / not / stop ]

C. 7vi8siEIRmERR (Fill in the Blanks)

RYMEUWEBKRICRDELSIC, [ ] I SREENEZRVELL S,

Every day, I was baked ( ) an iron plate.
[in/on/at/by]

Honestly, I was already sick ( ) it.

[ for / at / of / off |

Swimming in the sea ( ) the first time felt good.

[at/in/to/ for]

There was ( ) of food, too.

[ many / plenty / lot / much ]

Ah... my body is breaking ( ).
[ away / out / apart / down |

I turned ( ) and saw a woman.

[ around / over / up /in ]

Itis ( ) of long chains.

[ make / made / making / makes ]

Every ( ) the scissors moved, the chains untied.

[ time / day / hour / moment |
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My shape changed little ( ) little.
[ to / by / for / with ]

You are not just a taiyaki ().

[ already / yet / anymore / still |

Seen () by Amylase, I was washed into a dark passage.

[ away / off / out / over ]

I was carried deeper ( ) deeper.

[ or/ but/and/ so ]

If you pass ( ) here, you will disappear.

[ away / by / out /on ]

A voice echoed from deep ( ) the lake.

[ in / within / inside / under ]

A pale, glowing pink forest came ( ) view.

[ to /in /into / for ]
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%% (Answer Key)

A. NEEFIA X

1b/2c/3.b/4c/5b/6.b/7a/8a/9b/10.c/11.b/12.b/13.b/14.b/ 15.b

B. MiRFEZ /X)L

1. Every day I was baked on an iron plate.
2. I finally had a big fight with the man.

3. Swimming in the sea felt really good.

4. I had friends to swim with here.

5. The end came suddenly.

6. I felt someone's presence.

7. It is made of long connected chains.

8. You are not just a taiyaki anymore.

9. I was washed into a dark passage.

10. The liquid soaked deep into my body.
11. Someone grabbed my body strongly.
12. I slowly opened my eyes.

13. This place was melting us little by little.
14. Beyond the fog a thin man was standing.

15. The flow did not stop.

C. FNiB &R

l.on / 2.0of / 3.for / 4. plenty / 5. apart / 6.around / 7. made / 8.time / 9. by / 10.
anymore / 11.off / 12.and / 13. out / 14. within / 15. into
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